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From the Superintendent
This school year has been like no other. Educating during a pandemic has its challenges. We are thankful 
to our community and the families of Milford for their patience and assistance this school year. 

Milford students and staff are resilient and hardworking. Our students attending in person have adhered 
to our health safety protocols. Our students attending Eagle Online have adapted well to the new 
learning platform. We are proud of our staff’s ability to adapt and pivot with these changing times. Many 
challenges have been presented to our teachers and they have risen to the occasion each time.

We are committed to transparency and we know it is more important than ever to communicate directly 
with our entire community on a regular basis. We intend to continue to send district-wide updates on a 
regular basis, to keep you updated on our student’s accomplishments and important district news.

While we cannot welcome guests into our buildings this school year to witness firsthand all of the 
wonderful things happening inside our classrooms, we invite you to join us online. We regularly post 
photos and stories to our Facebook page and our website, and you can also sign up to receive our monthly 
e-newsletter by visiting our website, MilfordSchools.org.

FALL 2020 UPDATE: EDUCATING DURING A PANDEMIC
Learn more about in-person learning and online options.

John W. Spieser 
Superintendent

Milford Exempted 
Village School District



FALL SPORTS ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
BOYS GOLF: Junior Adam Horn qualified 
for Districts for the 3rd year in a row and was 
named 1st team All-League & All-City
GIRLS GOLF: The varsity team qualified for 
Districts for the 1st time since 2014
GIRLS TENNIS: The varsity team finished 3rd 
overall in the ECC and 2nd overall in the ECC 
Tournament

FOOTBALL: The varsity team finished with a 
4-3 regular season record and beat Loveland 
for the 4th consecutive year to keep the Victory 
Bell
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL: The varsity team finished 
17-8 overall and with consecutive 17+ win seasons 
for the 1st time since the 2011-2012 seasons
BOYS SOCCER: The varsity boys soccer team 
ended their year with a 14-3-1 record and with 
consecutive 14+ win seasons for the first time 
since the 1980-81 teams, and placed second in 
the league
GIRLS SOCCER:  The varsity team completed 
their season with a 15-4 record, 2nd in the 
League, and earned District Runner Up  
CROSS COUNTRY: Juniors Ayla Grabenauer 
and Sam Conrad competed in the D1 Regional 
Cross Country Championships

EDUCATING DURING A PANDEMIC
Milford Schools is committed to fulfilling its mission of educating students and has provided families with options during the COVID-19 
pandemic. While most families have chosen for their students to return to in-person classrooms, approximately 25% of students are 
learning virtually with Eagle Online. The reality is that classrooms look very different to provide safe learning environments, and distance 
learning has been a new venture for students, families, and staff.

ADAPTATIONS FOR SAFER LEARNING
It is our goal to keep children safely learning inside our school 
buildings for as long as possible. Portable acrylic desk shields are 
used in all classrooms to prioritize health safety protocols. Social 
distancing measures are put into place where feasible and masks 
are required to be worn by every student and teacher. 

EAGLE ONLINE: SUCCESSFUL VIRTUAL LEARNING
Milford’s Eagle Online is taught by Milford teachers. Students are 
taught remotely through a mix of  live instruction, pre-recorded 
videos, independent work time, and small group sessions. 
Students login during scheduled times each school day. Teachers 
have found unique ways to build virtual classroom communities 
and offer 1-on-1 conference time.

ATHLETICS FINE ARTS
Fall sports teams were well positioned to adapt to social 
distancing guidelines. While the excitement of playing 
before crowds is very limited, our student athletes are 
making the most of their sports seasons. Winter sports 
present additional challenges, but safety precautions are 
underway to safeguard student athletes and their families.

FEEDING HEALTHY MEALS  
TO ALL STUDENTS

 
100 percent of students from preschool through grade 12 
(both In-Person and Eagle Online) are eligible through the 
end of the school year for free breakfast and lunch thanks 
to funding from the Ohio Department of Education and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food, and Nutrition Services. 
Milford’s Nutrition Services Staff have worked hard to prepare 
meals for in-person students, and to package pick-up meals 
for Eagle Online and remote students.

CONGRATS TO THREE  
NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS

 
Congratulations to Milford High School Seniors 
Blake Marcin, Vishnu Rajkumar, and Emma 
Strickland for being named National Merit Semifinalists! 
Each of them achieved high success on the PSAT taken 
during their junior year. The College Board recognizes their 
high performance. Nationwide more than 1.5 million juniors 
took the test and these semifinalists are among the highest-
scoring entrants in our state.

COVID fallout: Ohio schools paying big bucks for pandemic precautions
August 30, 2020

Milford is committed to excellent stewardship of taxpayer dollars as the 
global pandemic has forced public education to adapt. Unexpected 
COVID-19 costs and the State’s $2.5 million cut to Milford Schools has 
forced the administration and Board of Education to make cuts and 
defer scheduled purchases.

The District received $800,000 from the federal CARES Act for COVID-19 
related expenditures, which includes personal protective equipment 
(including masks and hand sanitizer), additional cleaning supplies, and 
protective barriers for all desks, which unexpectedly increased the cost 
to educate in-person students. The District utilized existing technology 

and online programs as the framework for Eagle Online. There was an 
increase in staffing costs.

The Board of Education and the Treasurer are continuing to forecast the 
budget and advocate for fairer funding from the State of Ohio’s school 
funding formula. The District’s last operating levy was passed in 2013 
and was estimated to last three years. It has lasted seven years so far. 

Districts across Ohio are studying the impacts of reduced real estate 
taxes and decreased athletic gate revenue due to the State’s spectator 
restrictions.

FISCAL STEWARDSHIP CONTINUES AS PUBLIC EDUCATION CHANGES

Due to audience restrictions, Milford 
Theatre is not able to perform in front of 
live audiences this year. Instead, they have 
partnered with iHeartRadio to record an 
audio performance of “Vintage Hitchcock.” 
The Live Radio Play, complete with vintage 
commercials, is a triple feature that creates 
a daring train chase, a serial killer’s ominous 
presence, and a devastating explosion 
through the magic of live sound effects 
and musical underscoring. This play will be 
recorded and made available for streaming 
this month.
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